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A PROGRESSIVE TOWNSHIP. 

A NORTH CAROLINA TOWNSHIP IN WHICH EVERY HOME AND EVERY SCHOOL 

HAS A PRIVY. 

By Ch. Waudell Stiles, Professor of Zoology, United States Public Health Service. 

Statistics show that nearly half of the farm homes of the Gulf- 
Atlantic States are not provided with any privy. Of 189,586 rural 
homes inspected in 501 counties, 95,988 had no privy. 

This past summer a very active campaign for better sanitation has 
been conducted in New Hanover County by cooperation of the 
county board of health, an agent from the State board of health, and 
the United States Marine Hospital at Wilmington. 

On October 26 the sanitary policeman who patrols Cape Fear 
Township reported to the county health officer that every dwelling 
and every school in this township was provided with a privy. Un- 
fortunately, this statement can not be made for the churches. 

Cape Fear Township is in the northern end of New Hanover 
County; it contains the rural settlements of Castle Hayne and 
Wrightsboro and a number of farms. Its total area is 63.43 square 
■miles. Its inhabitants number 1,605, of which 684 are whites and 
921 negroes. These people represent 354 families (142 white, 212 
negro). 

It is self-understood that not every one of the privies built is abso- 
lutely sanitary and flyproof , for advance in sanitation is a matter of 
evolution. A number of the outhouses are still of the surface-open- 
in-back type, but a number are of a better type. Some of the vaults 
are concrete ; some privies are of the L. R. S. type ; some are of the 
barrel, tub, or can types. There is, however, a healthy spirit of 
progress manifested among the inhabitants to improve the privies, and 
day by day the inspector is reporting additional privies that are 
according to specifications and that are fly proof. 

Cape Fear Township stands fof real progress in sanitation and 
is setting a most excellent example. 
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